
In 1991, at the EPA General Assembly in Dublin, the inaugural Alcuin Award was
presented to Rita Schwark, a highly active parent from Schleswig-Holstein,
Germany. Driven by her son's dyslexia, Rita became a dedicated expert and
advocate for children with this specific learning need.

Honoring a pioneer: 
1st ALCUIN AWARD WINNER

She founded the German dyslexia
association first at local and then
national level, playing a key role in
bringing crucial attention to this area of
special education. 

Her work was characterized by a
strong emphasis on empowering
parental self-help initiatives. In 1991,
she was actively involved in
establishing such associations in the
new German Lānder.
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Rita Schwark's personal dedication
and her work in fostering parental
support perfectly exemplified the
vision behind the first Alcuin Award.
Her pioneering efforts in advocating
for dyslexic children set a powerful
precedent for recognizing impactful
parental involvement in European
education.
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